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NATURAL DISASTERS 

Motion 

HON MARTIN ALDRIDGE (Agricultural) [10.03 am] — without notice: I move — 

That this house — 

(a) recognises the significant impact of recent natural disasters on Western Australian 
communities; 

(b) commends Western Australia’s fire and emergency service workers and volunteers for 
their dedication and commitment in significantly challenging conditions; and 

(c) discusses strategies and initiatives to support the state’s resilience and preparedness to 
combat natural disasters and other emergency events now and into the future. 

I rise to recognise the significant number of natural disasters that have impacted Western Australian communities 
particularly over the last few months as this place has been in recess. There have been not only fires but parts of 
our state that have suffered from storms and localised flooding events. However, fire has obviously had the most 
significant impact, in my view, on some of our communities. There is literally no region in Western Australia that 
remains untouched from these events. As I said, the last four weeks have also been particularly challenging. I am 
led to believe that at one point on the weekend of 4 to 6 February, four level 3 incidents were being managed 
across the state, which is quite an unprecedented number of significant events—namely, the Denmark, Bridgetown, 
Corrigin complex and the Narrogin and Wickepin fires. Since then we have also learnt of other devastating fires 
that have impacted on the south coast, including in the communities of Jerramungup and Hopetoun. 

Earlier this year, we saw fires in the Margaret River region and a significantly large fire through the 
Carnarvon–Gascoyne region of the state, which burnt for many weeks. Property loss has been significant in some 
of these fires—not just people’s homes, but people’s businesses, farms and farm buildings. The environmental 
impact is going to be quite significant. Having recently spent some time visiting the firegrounds in the wheatbelt, 
it is literally like walking on what we see in pictures of the surface of the moon. What has been left behind is quite 
a devastating impact in terms of the environment and significant livestock losses. Fortunately, although some of 
these events have been significant, no lives have been lost. There have been some injuries reported. I have seen 
reports of a gentleman who was quite badly burnt in one of the fires, and I understand that there was a collision 
between two fire appliances at another fire that resulted in seven firefighters requiring treatment. 

The other thing that we need to reflect on is the mental health impact of these events on not only our firefighters 
and other first responders, but also the people within the communities. One shire president recalled the number of 
burnover situations that volunteer firefighters were in, particularly in the wheatbelt fires. For those of you who 
have fought fires or experienced fires impacting communities, a burnover event is very significant. I have heard 
stories firsthand from people who have said that if it were not for a change in conditions or the use of aircraft at 
some of these fires, the outcome may well have been quite something else. 

The second limb of my motion also recognises the significant work of our fire and emergency services volunteers 
as well as our career staff across the state. That recognition is obviously not just confined to the Department of 
Fire and Emergency Services but also the local government fire services, through the bushfire service and fire services 
that are associated with the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions. There are also a number 
of other agencies. Obviously, local government has many functions and it is an integral part of our emergency 
management system here in Western Australia. The Department of Communities plays an important role in not 
only establishing evacuation centres, but also supporting communities’ recovery after natural disasters. In some 
of the more recent fires, the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development played an important 
role particularly from an animal welfare perspective. Other agencies also played a role. The Western Australia 
Police Force was involved in assisting our agencies with evacuations and other similar responses, and some of our 
not-for-profit organisations such as the Salvation Army and the Country Women’s Association were involved. They 
are often the ones providing welfare services to those men and women fighting or assisting in the response to those 
natural disasters. 
I am sure members will have seen some of the vision from the events that occurred over the last few months. I must 
say that it is pretty compelling in supporting the statement that many of these situations presented very challenging 
conditions to first responders, particularly firefighters. There have been many stories from the firegrounds that I have 
had the opportunity to visit, and plenty of stories have emerged from people who took quite decisive action and made 
quick decisions, which led to many lives being saved and homes and stock protected, often in the face of adversity. 
If we look at some of the vision that I am sure everyone has seen circulating on social media, we can imagine the 
circumstances the firefighters face, in an environment in which there is often no power or telecommunications and 
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significant difficulties with using radio communication networks. Really, all the odds are against them in some of 
these incidents. 
At this point I also want to recognise the roles of both official and unofficial fire responders. The latter are often 
referred to as private fire units or farmer response units. They play a vital role. We could not provide the response 
function that is provided, particularly outside the Perth metropolitan area, without the support of these private fire 
units. These are private landowners who respond in the interests of not only their property, but also the properties 
of their neighbours and their communities. I put on the record my ongoing thanks for, and recognition of, the role 
they play in our emergency response capability. 
I will spend most my time talking about the third limb of the motion, which I think is probably the most important 
one, with regard to how we can better prepare and respond and build greater resilience in our communities. Over 
the time I have spent in this place, a year would not have gone by during which we have not had a debate similar 
to this one. The locations and types of natural disaster may change, but the themes do not. I think it is worthwhile 
talking about some of the opportunities that exist. One of the things I want to talk about first is the need to always 
reflect on what has happened and how we can improve in future. The best way of doing this is often simply to ask 
the question: how could we have done this differently if we had our time again? This is applicable not only to 
major emergencies. Those who have had experience in serving in volunteer fire and emergency services—I know 
that a number of members in this place have—will be familiar with this concept: regardless of the incident, large 
or small, there is often an informal evaluation of how responders did, and how they could do things better. 
It concerns me that there has been an increasing trend over the last few years away from formal reviews and inquiries, 
particularly in relation to large-scale incidents. Let me pose this question: can anyone point me to one publicly 
available independent inquiry into a WA natural disaster over the last five years? I was hopeful, when the Minister for 
Emergency Services rose during the opportunity to table papers today, that we may well have seen the first such report 
tabled in five years, but we are told that the government is still contemplating the report. I will come to that shortly. 
We would not expect a full-blown public inquiry into every event; as I said, the review needs to be scaled to the 
type of event and the complexity of that event. But in my view, events such as the Wooroloo bushfire and tropical 
cyclone Seroja absolutely meet the threshold for a special inquiry to be established under the Public Sector 
Management Act. As we learnt during question time this week, the Wooroloo report was received by the government 
two months ago. 
Hon Stephen Dawson: It was 22 December. 
Hon MARTIN ALDRIDGE: Was that when it was formally provided? I understand that there were some informal — 
Hon Stephen Dawson: interjected. 
Hon MARTIN ALDRIDGE: Okay; I will reflect upon a question I asked last year and check that. There was 
a response from the former Minister for Emergency Services that he had informally received the report, which 
would suggest that he had received the report in some form. 
The minister is right; the government received the report on 22 December 2021. It is now late February 2022 and 
we are still waiting for the government to contemplate this report, well after the Wooroloo fire event. I contrast 
that with the Waroona–Yarloop fire, which was a very devastating event. I am pretty sure that a special inquiry 
was announced during the actual response phase of the event, and within 170 days the government had received 
the report of the special inquiry. We will be almost through the next southern high threat period before we even 
learn about what happened in Wooroloo and how we might improve on our response to it. 
Timeliness is a real issue here, not to mention some other flaws that I believe exist in this review. It is not a special 
inquiry under the Public Sector Management Act; a different model has been chosen by the government, and I will 
reserve my judgement on that until I finally see the report tabled in Parliament. The two technical experts who 
were appointed to lead the review are from the eastern states. Ordinarily, that would not be a strange thing to have 
happen, but in the circumstance of having had a controlled border for the last two years, these two technical experts 
have not been able to set foot in Western Australia to conduct their inquiry, so the entire thing has been done 
virtually, and I think that presents some challenges to the inquiry. 
We are 10 months on from cyclone Seroja, and on Tuesday we asked the Minister for Emergency Services: is it 
not about time we got on with a review of what was probably the most significant natural disaster event in 
Western Australia’s recent history? Ten months on, we are still finalising what appears to be an internal review 
of that event. There is no explanation that I can comprehend as to why these things are taking so long, or why 
the government seems to be averse to the normal practice of establishing fully independent special inquiries 
under the Public Sector Management Act when dealing with very large events. It is a lost opportunity for all 
Western Australians when we fear the opportunity to reflect and improve. 
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There are a few other things I want to talk about today. I think our emergency services are approaching a crossroads. 
Every day we are asking more and more of our volunteers, in particular. I am sure members are already aware of 
this, but I will say it again: our responses to fire events outside the Perth metropolitan area, and sometimes within 
it, are overwhelmingly dealt with by volunteers. The volunteer model is changing. As I have said, our expectations 
of volunteers are increasing, and I do not think that is going to stop anytime soon. Our fire events are changing; 
they are becoming longer in nature and we are seeing longer commitments to campaign-style natural disaster 
responses. We are having to send strike teams in on rosters, week after week, and trying to stretch resourcing over 
longer periods. As I said in my opening remarks, to have four level 3 incidents declared at one time is an extraordinary 
circumstance for our state. 
There are some other issues that I will touch upon; I have spoken about them previously: the implications of the work 
health and safety legislation and its accompanying regime, which will soon be introduced into Western Australia; 
and the increasing risks for local governments, who provide the bulk of our volunteers in the fire service area. 
When we finally see this long-awaited emergency services legislation, which has been on the boil for the best part 
of a decade, I understand there will be formal capacity for the transfer of local government fire services to the 
state, and that will be an interesting exercise to watch. Increasingly, local governments, particularly small local 
governments, are asking themselves about their capacity to continue to meet the demands and expectations of them.  
Another thing I want to touch on is the impact of the loss of power and telecommunications. It has been disappointing 
that the government has announced an inquiry into the outages over Christmas that will be largely metropolitan 
focused. The loss of power is not uncommon during fire events. People need to understand the connection between 
the loss of power and the loss of telecommunications, not only mobile phones and landlines, but also radio 
communications. I think we are extremely vulnerable even outside of natural disasters. If a community loses 
power, it is often only minutes or hours before it loses the mobile service and thereafter the landline service. There 
certainly have been situations in this state when if there was an emergency, people would not have been able to 
call 000 and even if they could, I strongly doubt whether the state emergency services could have responded locally 
to those incidents because of the loss of power and lack of telecommunications. This has been an ongoing problem. 
I am sure that the minister will say it is all the federal government’s responsibility, but we need to remember 
a couple of things. The first is that Western Power and Horizon Power are still owned by the state. 
Hon Stephen Dawson interjected. 
Hon MARTIN ALDRIDGE: No, I said that Western Power and Horizon Power are still owned by the state. 
The second thing that we need to remember is that if the state cannot rely on the telecommunication services 
provided by Telstra and others, what is the government’s plan B? The reality is that there are frequently days when 
people cannot call 000 and emergency services cannot respond, so how will the state do that? What is the state going 
to do about Western Australia’s lack of power resilience? This was touched on in the regional telecommunications 
review, which was presented to the federal Parliament earlier this week. It is an opportunity whereby the state 
could do more. After cyclone Seroja, some 126 network sites went down because of the loss of power. I wrote to the 
Minister for Energy to say this was an opportunity for us to deploy more standalone power systems to this critical 
infrastructure, and we deployed one. After cyclone Seroja, one site out of 126 sites in the midwest got a standalone 
power system. That was the state government’s response. We will have to continue to focus on this area because 
it needs to improve in the interests of community safety. 
Another issue I will talk about is how we need to rethink the way we do recovery. There certainly has been a paradigm 
shift around the response phase, particularly after the Waroona–Yarloop fire. We now have pre-formed incident 
management teams. I think we need to look at something similar with the recovery phase. The recovery function 
is often left to local government under the emergency management arrangements. Obviously there are different 
models, depending on the complexity of the natural disaster, but we need to build significant capacity in this area. 
At the moment, many communities are in the recovery phase following natural disasters, some even going back 
several years. We need to build capacity in this space. 
The last thing I will talk about on the issue of recovery relates to cyclone Seroja. I got some answers from the 
Minister for Emergency Services this week that show that less than one per cent of the $104.5 million recovery 
package announced by the state and commonwealth government has been disbursed to affected persons, communities 
and businesses in the area—less than one per cent. It has been 10 months since tropical cyclone Seroja. That 
devastating natural disaster affected 16 local government areas across the midwest, the Gascoyne and the wheatbelt. 
I think the new Minister for Emergency Services needs to undertake a review into how that recovery model is 
working and also how we are going with providing financial support in particular and getting support to those 
communities that saw utter devastation during that cyclone. The $104.5 million investment was, I think, the most 
significant recovery package announced by the state and commonwealth governments, and for less than one per cent 
of it to be in the hands of affected residents 10 months on needs to be reviewed. 
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HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Emergency Services) [10.24 am]: I rise 
this morning to speak on behalf of the government on this motion. I appreciate the way Hon Martin Aldridge 
worded the motion and the tone in which it has been written because the government is very happy to participate 
in the debate and support the motion. I also acknowledge Hon Martin Aldridge because a little birdie told me that 
he was involved in fighting the fires over the past few months. He certainly was involved in fighting the Gascoyne 
fire. On behalf of myself, as the minister, and on behalf of the government and this house, I thank him for his 
service to the communities of the midwest and Gascoyne regions. 

It has been an extraordinary few months in the emergency services portfolio. We have had significant natural 
disasters over the past few months. As the honourable member pointed out in his contribution today, we had the 
extraordinary situation of four level 3 fires happening at the same time as well as a pandemic. We found ourselves 
in truly extraordinary circumstances. At the outset, I place on the record my thanks to all those volunteer and career 
firefighters who were involved in fighting those fires. I will go into that further as we progress. 
I have had the pleasure of getting around the state over the past two months in particular and visiting communities 
and talking to them, albeit in tragic circumstances. Thankfully, we have not seen the loss of life, but we have 
seen devastation and the loss of livestock in particular, which certainly has impacted very many people. I have no 
issue with reflecting on significant weather events and learning from them. I say at the outset that I have no 
problem with that. I think we always have to be able to learn from them, but I will not have a continual review of 
every fire because, to be honest, they are becoming more frequent than before and it would take up every resource 
of the agency to review every single one. Over the past few months, certainly since I have been in the role, 
Department of Fire and Emergency Services employees in Perth and around the state have been drafted to fight 
fires across the state. I would much rather people were out combating and fighting fires than in head office 
doing other things. 

As the member indicated, power is lost during fires. I was a bit disappointed that the member shirked from tackling 
the telecommunications issue, because that has been a major issue for many communities, particularly in the 
wheatbelt over the past few weeks as they have battled fires. Telecommunications is the responsibility of the federal 
government and it is disappointing that the member did not take the opportunity to flag that he would raise that 
issue with the federal government on behalf of those regional communities. Although regional communities need 
power, there are other things that Telstra can do to make sure those responders have standalone power. 

Hon Steve Martin is here today. He would have heard the same frustrations that I heard from people in some of 
the shires in his electorate. I know he has spoken to them because he reached out to me during the fires. People in 
places like Corrigin were frustrated because they were without telecommunications for days. They could not get 
messages out to people in the first place. People could not read the messages and updates from EmergencyWA or 
the state, and the council could not get messages out to the community because none of the telecommunications 
towers were working. Telstra and the feds need to take some responsibility for that. I am happy to work with them, 
as I have indicated. I acknowledge the office of Hon Bridget McKenzie, the federal Minister for Emergency 
Management and National Recovery and Resilience; Regionalisation, Regional Communications and Regional 
Education. Many members in this place would know her chief of staff, Lachie Hunter, who reached out at an early 
stage and his minister reached out later. I had the opportunity to relay to that office some of the issues that were raised 
with me around telecommunications. I was given the example of backup batteries lasting only minutes. There are 
options in this day and age. It is 2022, and there are all sorts of innovative options out there such as solar and others, 
yet we are not seeing the investment in them by Telstra. Having said that, Telstra has also reached out since my 
contact with the federal minister and is seeking to brief me. I have asked my office to organise that briefing to find 
out how we can work together. Yes, the state has a role in providing power and, as the member indicated, power goes 
out during significant weather events.  

Hon Martin Aldridge: Minister, will you take an interjection? 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: Sure. 
Hon Martin Aldridge: You know that the Department of Fire and Emergency Services does not have standalone 
power systems on its radio sites either? 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: DFES had no problem with communicating during the fires. That was not an issue. 
Hon Martin Aldridge: Are you sure about that? 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: Absolutely. That was not an issue. What was an issue, though, was communities not 
being able to communicate. Nothing has been raised with me about DFES not being able to communicate with 
those people they needed to communicate with. 
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I am happy to work with the feds and I am happy to take briefings, but, as I said, in this day and age, there is no 
excuse for not having backup telecommunications. These recent flood and fire events are becoming more common 
and we are seeing them in areas where they have not taken place before. The climate is changing. We need to be 
ready for it and we need to be on top of it. We need to provide those services to those communities that need them. 
I want to acknowledge all the people who have been involved in combating or managing the fires over the past 
few weeks—people like all the volunteer firefighter organisations, the State Emergency Service, and even the 
Country Women’s Association, who have been out there cooking scones. We have had incredible support. Scones 
or scohnes? Tomato or tomahto? 
Several members interjected. 
Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: It depends! All right; I am not getting into it. I just want to thank them for their efforts. 
People like the farmers in particular communities—everybody. That is what happens in regional Western Australia. 
I was reminded of that fact everywhere I went over the past few weeks visiting fires and floods. People in regional 
Western Australia band together and just come out and help. They drop everything. They drop what they are doing, 
get out there and help their communities, and it is to their great credit. 
Over the past few weeks, the Fire and Emergency Services Commissioner and I have been around the state, as 
I indicated. We have been up to Wooroloo to see how the recovery is going. We visited Northampton and Kalbarri 
in particular to see how the recovery from cyclone Seroja is going. The plan is to get out to Mingenew, Morawa 
and the other communities that were affected by Seroja over the next few weeks. We were conscious of not lobbing 
up to those communities while farmers were busy on their farms. I did not want to get in people’s way, but equally 
I am very keen to hear from those communities about their frustrations or otherwise with how things have gone. 
I want to flag that the Wooroloo report has been led by the Australasian Fire and Emergency Services Authorities 
Council, which is the national council for emergency services in Australia. The public submissions opened on 
20 August and closed on 8 October. The terms of reference were released in August, too. That report came to my 
office on 22 December. It has recommendations that traverse government. It has recommendations for the Minister 
for Planning and other ministers. When the honourable member was in government, he will have realised that it is 
not simply a case of me bringing something forward and putting something out. Ministers need to actually consult 
with their colleagues. I want to be in a position to be able to say: these are the recommendations; this is our response. 
Hon Martin Aldridge: Can you give us a time line of when you think you will be able to table it in Parliament? 
Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: I am hopeful it will be very soon, but my commitment is to provide a report and 
a response to it at the same time in the not-too-distant future. There are learnings in it that we will have to take 
on board, but equally they refer to a range of different government ministers’ portfolios, so we will release it in 
due course. 
In Wooroloo, 135 properties have been cleaned up, more than 15 000 tonnes of material have been removed, 
kilometres of fence lines have been repaired, dozens of community events have been held and homes are finally 
starting to be rebuilt. We are seeing the bushland and the iconic hills starting to regrow, which is a good thing. That 
is all testament to the hard work of the people in those communities—the people on the ground—and the resilience 
of the local communities. They have risen to the challenge of rebuilding. The commonwealth and the state 
government worked together with the community recovery fund for that fire, but also the Lord Mayor’s Distress 
Relief Fund assisted in the Wooroloo and hills bushfire, with a significant amount being raised by the community 
of Western Australia and distributed to the applicants who were affected by that fire. I want to acknowledge the 
City of Swan and the Shire of Mundaring, which have played a key role in the recovery process. 
I am conscious that lots of people want to speak today, so I do not propose to take my full 20 minutes. Over the 
past few weeks, I have been out to Corrigin and Narrogin. I want to acknowledge the shires out there, particularly 
Leigh Ballard in Narrogin. As well as being the shire president, he is also a volunteer and was involved in fighting 
the fires. I have to say, prior to this portfolio, we have had correspondence from a previous portfolio that was not 
the most pleasant, but certainly I want to acknowledge his contribution and his community’s contribution to fighting 
those fires. I also acknowledge the shires in the south west and the people who helped respond to the fires in their 
areas, like David Schober and Ceinwen Gearon in Denmark. Having been down to Denmark in the last few weeks, 
it was really important to see the support that the shire president, the shire and the people of that community gave 
to the community. People like John Bookless and Tim Clinch in the Shire of Bridgetown–Greenbushes also gave 
enormous support. Of course, it was not just fires. Floods have also happened over the past few months. The 
commissioner and I visited Broome and Fitzroy Crossing a couple of weeks ago just to see the impact of the floods 
there. Some places in the Kimberley had a year’s rain in a matter of hours. There was a significant investment in 
the road to Cape Leveque, for example. We flew over that and saw how bits of the road had floated away. We met 
with communities outside Fitzroy Crossing to see how, time and again at this time of year but particularly this 
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year, they were cut off from communities, and the emergency services had to provide medication and food to those 
communities. I say thank you to those people, too. 
I will finish off by saying to the local bush fire brigade volunteers, thank you. To the fire and rescue service volunteers, 
thank you. To the fire and emergency services volunteers, thank you. To the State Emergency Service volunteers, 
thank you. To the career fire and rescue services, thank you. To the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and 
Attractions parks and wildlife officers, thank you for the role that you have played. Thank you to Main Roads, the 
Western Australia Police Force, all the local governments, the Department of Communities and the Department of 
Primary Industries and Regional Development for their roles in the wheatbelt fires. I also thank the New South 
Wales Minister for Emergency Services, Steph Cooke, who reached out. Because we have previously supported 
New South Wales, the people there have been not only very kind but also supportive and have provided whatever 
resource we have needed. 

We need people on the ground. Without people on the ground, we would not be able to fight these fires. We have 
had Black Hawk helicopters and large aerial tankers, and together they were the arsenal in our toolbox that helped 
fight the fires. I am very thankful that there was not more damage and destruction. To everybody involved, thank 
you very much. I thank Hon Martin Aldridge for bringing this motion to the house. 

HON STEVE MARTIN (Agricultural) [10.39 am]: I rise to make a contribution to this excellent motion moved 
by my colleague Hon Martin Aldridge, and I thank Hon Martin Aldridge and the minister for their contributions. 
I start by recognising some of the impacts of the last month and, more broadly, over recent months. As we heard 
from the minister and Hon Martin Aldridge, we had four level 3 events a week and a half ago, and I will start by 
explaining what that looked like on the ground to the fire and incident controller at Narrogin. 

On the Saturday, we had Denmark and Bridgetown roaring, so lots of resources were sent to that part of the state, 
and the Department of Fire and Emergency Services stood up eight extra staff in case something happened on the 
Sunday. An early phone call was made to those eight people on the Sunday. They jumped in a vehicle and headed 
east to Bruce Rock. Whilst en route to Bruce Rock, that particular incident controller was told, “Turn right. Something 
is happening at Narrogin—large-scale.” The Bruce Rock–Corrigin fire was in his path to get to Narrogin, so it was 
a long windy trip to dodge that fire front to get to the fourth fire front, and resources were stretched fairly thin on 
that day. 

The impact of those four events and subsequent events on the south coast around Ravensthorpe, Hopetoun and 
Jerramungup, included damage to houses, buildings, farm infrastructure, livestock, topsoil, bush reserves and road 
sides. There was enormous damage right across those events. Local government and state government infrastructure 
was damaged. The recovery process will take months, and in many cases it will take years. Water pipes, powerlines 
et cetera were all damaged. 

I would like to talk about some of the human impact of these recent events. Hon Martin Aldridge mentioned briefly 
the load on our volunteer network. I think we already have volunteer fatigue all over Western Australia, and events 
such as these highlight that. On Sunday night, the day of the fire, I happened to bump into a local St John Ambulance 
volunteer on the main street of Wickepin. He was in uniform, with the ambulance parked on the main street, waiting 
for the call. Had been there since 10.30 that morning when the fire started. He said that he just had to duck home, 
put on the orange uniform and fight the fire. So, that one particular gentleman did most of the day as a St John vollie—
we only have a small pool—and at around dark he went home, changed uniforms and went out to be another sort 
of volunteer in a small town. That is some of the pressures our volunteers face. 

As we heard from the minister and Hon Martin Aldridge, we simply cannot fight these fires without the volunteer 
network. The first five to six hours of all those events would have been fought by the locals. Those volunteer 
organisations would have been the ones who got to the fire first and did the best they could with the resources they 
had until the professionals arrived; and thank goodness the professionals did arrive. The staff on the ground plus 
the air support prevented significant damage and probably loss of life; they certainly saved more buildings, more 
houses, more livestock. I would like to pay a special tribute to the air support that some of those fires received. The 
fixed-wing and helicopter support, particularly in the Wickepin–Narrogin fire, was remarkable. It certainly prevented 
significant damage on the ground. From where I was standing, it looked to be a very risky task to hover over a farm, 
discharge, suck up water, in the smoke, charge off, drop it on the fire and race straight back to the dam. Well done 
in particular to those pilots and all the staff on the ground. 

In an event such as that, everyone gathers around, so we had the shire staff, police with roadblocks, the St John 
Ambulance people and the pilots, and very quickly afterwards, in the recovery, people like vets assist. I believe a crew 
of volunteer vets assisted with the fairly awful task of euthanasing damaged livestock, so a very big thankyou to 
them. The volunteer presence in the recovery process is at least as admirable as the volunteer presence on the day 
of the fire. For those members who are not aware, in a fire of that scale, that fire is contained, but it is certainly 
still burning or smouldering for at least a week. For probably 10 days, a roster of volunteers will be on the ground, 
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almost 24 hours a day, to make sure that fire does not break out. In Bridgetown, Denmark, Jerramungup, Narrogin 
and Bruce Rock, a roster of volunteers will be working on the firegrounds. Resources are drawn from all over 
the state—for example, Farmers Across Borders. I believe Sam Starcevich and her crew on the south coast are 
arriving in Corrigin with hay and fodder this Saturday. That is some of the wonderful work those people do. When 
Hon Martin Aldridge and I got to Corrigin, the locals were swamped; the phones had not stopped ringing with 
people offering food and feed and fodder for livestock, and that process will take place for many months. 

In the limited time I have left, I mention some of the lessons we can learn from these events. I will touch on 
telecommunications. The minister mentioned who is responsible. I do not think the people in Corrigin were 
particularly interested in which section of government was responsible when the SMS notice to evacuate reached 
half the town on the network and not the other half. I understand entirely that telecommunications are a federal 
issue, but the state government has made some wonderful and useful contributions over many years to the royalties 
for regions program and the tower network. Keep rolling it out, minister. It is money very, very well spent. So, 
obviously, there is an issue with the towers going down. We can argue again about who is responsible. I do not care. 
Fix it. There is also an issue about lack of coverage. Again, most of the towers, at least in the fire I was at, stayed 
online, but there was no coverage so it really did not matter if we did not have a signal. Communication is vital. 
If Western Power’s lines played a role in igniting that fire, we need an investigation. I asked that question yesterday, 
and that appears to be underway. We need a quick response and a quick solution to find out what happened. If there 
is an opportunity for those farmers who will be underinsured for fencing, livestock et cetera to be compensated, 
I would like to see a quick result. 
I refer to resilience and preparedness going forward. The question is whether the minister initiates a review. I tend 
to agree that there have been a number of fires and another review is probably not all that useful. The reviews will 
take place on the ground. Lessons will be learnt. The locals will work out how to do a better job next time. 
It is not entirely correct to say that these are new events. The Brookton fire, 20 years ago, was at least as big. The 
Kukerin and Esperance fires were also big. We fight these fires in regional WA and we will continue to do so. The 
locals will learn valuable lessons and do a better job next time. Any assistance the state could provide in that role 
would be useful, particularly in the recovery. With cyclone Seroja, there was a great effort in the first two, three, 
four, five and six months, but they are still battling there, so we need to pay attention for a little longer. 
I will conclude my brief contribution by again thanking everyone who turned up on the day and has been turning up 
ever since, including the volunteer firefighters and the professional firefighters. The Country Women’s Association 
would be alarmed to know that they were making scones — 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan interjected. 
Hon STEVE MARTIN: Absolutely—scones. I was appalled by that remark.  
The pilots of the choppers, Main Roads, SES, the CWA with their scones, and every single person who turned up 
on the day did a wonderful job. Sam Starcevich made a remark about her organisation and the hay, and she summed 
it up by saying it is just what we do. We need you to do it and to keep doing it, and that will continue into the future. 
On behalf of everyone in this place, I would like to conclude by thanking everyone who turned up. Thank you. 
HON DR BRIAN WALKER (East Metropolitan) [10.51 am]: Before I start, I also want to give my thanks to 
the Minister for Emergency Services, who spoke very movingly. This would reflect well on all members of all 
governments who see the tragedies occurring in front of us and do their utmost whatever political persuasion to 
serve the people of this state. We have two very similar motions before us today, and I will speak more at length 
to the second motion. Regarding this one here, I refer to paragraphs (a) and (b). Everyone will recognise the 
significance of the impact of recent natural disasters. Not a single person with a functioning brain and compassionate 
heart would disagree with that. Secondly, I commend Western Australia’s Fire and Emergency Services workers 
and volunteers for their dedication and commitment. As several speakers have mentioned, I, too, have personally 
witnessed what goes on. The amount of effort and dedication that occurs needs no further explanation. Members 
across the chamber will share that point of view. 
I want speak more at length about paragraph (c). Although I thank Hon Martin Aldridge for bringing this entire 
motion before us, this is where my focus will be in my very short contribution, bearing in mind there are plenty of 
other speakers who wish to comment. First of all, the praise for all—we depend on volunteers, and the volunteers 
just now are also suffering greatly because they are extended. They are being stretched beyond the limit of human 
ability, and they are still managing that.  
This calls to mind the stories my parents told of the efforts they made in the Second World War, and all in such 
crises and catastrophes. People in times of crisis stand together and support and help each other and show those 
elements that are so powerful and reinforcing of the human nature that is to be good to our fellow man and woman. 
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I would like to begin with a short message to suggest that we might also want to look at solutions. There are plenty 
of solutions we could look at. In particular, I am thinking here about communications, which are so important. 
I vividly recall in Kununoppin having to choose the particular tree under which I stood to get a mobile signal when 
dealing with emergencies—patients to be emergency transported—and finding it difficult to get communication. 
That has since been fixed with a tower that at times runs out of diesel and leaves us again bereft of communication 
in certain areas. Knowing where I come from in the cannabis community, it is not just something that is used to 
entertain people or to heal people, but as the ministers here well know, the hemp itself can be made into a number 
of extensively tested and very useful preparations; in particular, hempcrete. It is a mixture of hemp herbs and lime 
sand. It is used as a material for construction and also installation. If anyone has been in such a house—I am sure 
several members have—in winter in the south west, which is not the warmest place in the world, they will find that 
no central heating is required. In those same houses in the middle of summer with 40-degree temperatures there is 
no need for air conditioning because the house itself is automatically insulated by the very nature of this substance. 
It is also fireproof. I can show plenty of examples of where intense heat has been applied to it and no deterioration 
of material has been found. I have spoken before in this chamber about the possibility of examining this further. 
I have no evidence yet, because it has not yet been tested, but it would make sense to me, as someone who has 
lived in the wheatbelt and seen the salmon gum trees surround the town in which I was living, and was aware that 
should a spark hit that place, in a dry summer with lightning strikes, the whole town would have been lost, including 
the hospital at which I was working. We would have stayed behind to evacuate the patients and fight the fire as 
best as possible. However, at what point do we say that we must run away before it becomes too dangerous to leave 
our homes? 
When it is too dangerous to leave their homes and people have been doing their best to save their properties or the 
lives of animals and humans, how do they find shelter? We are told to find a suitable room far away from the fire 
with plenty of blankets and water to dampen the area. I think lack of oxygen and the radiant heat would be the 
main problems they face. We could research—I put to members that we should research—the possibility of using 
hempcrete to build fireproof shelters where people who are seeking shelter from the fire at a point when they can 
no longer escape can find secure shelter. This needs to be researched. It is a solution that might allow a little more 
time for people to, first, defend their property and livestock and, second, to find secure safety in the face of the 
conflagration. I have urged the government in the past to look at this and I would heartily recommend this yet again. 
It is a matter also for industry. It gives jobs and places for people to find a sensible solution to one of the problems 
that confronts us every year. 
I am sure that other solutions could be found. I applaud the government’s approach, which is to get out of the way 
of business and let it happen, let it work. However, fire safety is clearly an issue for the whole of state and the 
whole of government; indeed, for all sides of government as a result. I take this opportunity to ask the government 
to do everything it can to increase hempcrete research and availability to build houses for normal people. 
HON JAMES HAYWARD (South West) [10.55 am]: I stand to make a contribution on this excellent motion. 
I am pleased the government will support it and to have heard the words of the Minister for Emergency Services. 
I do not want to take too long on this motion. I understand that a lot of others would like to speak and I would like 
to facilitate that. The south west is a beautiful place. It has lots of bushland and tremendously tall trees and forests, 
but they can be very scary places in the midst of a bushfire. As we all know, it is critical that a bushfire is put out 
as soon as possible and the faster we can respond to bushfire emergencies, the better the outcome will be. In regional 
communities, as has already been discussed by many speakers this morning, that mateship and sense of community 
is alive and well. Very often the first people to turn out to fires are neighbours, farmers and local volunteers. They 
are there in the first instance trying to fight the fire. Fighting fire is like going to war. It is unpredictable and dangerous 
and one does not know what the fire will do next. The reality is, as in a war situation, it is all hands on deck to achieve 
the right outcome and put out the fire.  
This morning I spoke briefly to the captain of the Brunswick Junction Fire and Rescue Service, Colin Keys. Colin is 
a fantastic guy. He is a volunteer in the volunteer fire and rescue service and also with the Bunbury State Emergency 
Service and St John Ambulance. He is a very busy man and I would like to give him a shout-out today because the 
level of community support he has shown is exemplary. He has 25 people in his little brigade. He tells me that 
eight of them are ladies, which is fantastic, and that number is growing. His brigade performs a fire and rescue role 
and in a bushfire it looks at the urban–rural interface—those places where buildings and structures are near bushland. 
During the recent fires those in the brigade were left during the initial stages of the Bridgetown fire to be the on-call 
service for the south west for the regional population while the other fire crews attended. 
Those in the brigade do other work as well. Recently, they turned out at 3.00 am to a double fatality when a young 
baby and father died in the south west. The volunteers get out of bed, put on their uniform, get their appliances 
and turn out to provide a service. It is fantastic community work that these volunteers do and I acknowledge them 
here today. Colin Keys tells me that his team sent down a light tanker to help with the hazmat clean-up at Hester 
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and that the team spent three straight days volunteering. That was just a small crew. They are only a small brigade 
at Brunswick Junction, but they do a fantastic job, as do all volunteers across the state. He tells me that generally 
they volunteer for about three hours a week. In addition, they have monthly meetings and training, so it is a big 
commitment for people in the regions who volunteer in emergency services to help the community. 
In his brigade is a volunteer named Francis Burgoyne. Francis is a 46-year veteran of the service. He holds the 
Australian Fire Service Medal. He has had 46 years of 3.00 am callouts and turning out to help protect the community. 
That is wonderful service and should be acknowledged. His brother, Robert Burgoyne, has done 40 years’ service 
in his brigade. Another volunteer firefighter in his brigade, Kevin Harnett, has done 45 years’ service. That is 
tremendous service and worthy of our praise. I thank them on behalf of all members for their work. Other 
organisations such as the Bunbury SES are not involved in fighting fire directly, but work in a support role, as we 
have heard already. They drove lighting towers to the recent fire sites and helped with crew transfers for fire 
and rescue. They took busloads of firefighters in and out of the fire zone. They also reloaded aerial bombers at the 
Bunbury Airport. Again, it was all hands on deck with people volunteering in many ways. All of them are absolute 
community heroes and we really appreciate their work and service. 
Paragraph (c) of the motion refers to things that we could look at to enable us to do better or improve. I am interested 
to hear the government’s view on this, but one of the things we could look at is providing support for privateers at 
fire scenes. Some years ago, I was at the Waroona bushfires at about three o’clock in the morning in my then role 
in the media. At that fire scene, there were career firefighters in career firefighting trucks, and there were bushfire 
volunteers in their appliances. There were also a couple of blokes in utes with a water tanker on the back, and they 
were running around wearing shorts and thongs, which is probably not the ideal PPE to wear at a fire scene. After the 
Waroona bushfires, some changes were made and a report was done. Concern was also raised by the Department of 
Fire and Emergency Services and others about those private farmers. However, the reality is that they did an absolutely 
fantastic job helping to put out that fire. One of the things that the government could potentially do better is to look 
at how it can help grow that force. There are difficulties. These people do not have radios. They are not wearing PPE. 
They are not trained like our volunteers. However, the reality is that those people are on the scene and helping to put 
the fire out. We should look at what sort of funding and training might be made available to those people, and perhaps 
also some PPE, to enable them to be a bit more prepared than they are, because they certainly do a vital job. 

I would like to finish by adding my thanks to all the people involved in this area for the work that they are doing. 
Thank you. 

HON NEIL THOMSON (Mining and Pastoral) [11.01 am]: I would like to focus on paragraph (c) of this motion, 
which states — 

discuss strategies and initiatives to support the state’s resilience and preparedness to combat natural 
disasters and other emergency events now and into the future. 

Natural disasters have a big impact on our economy. The Australian Business Roundtable for Disaster Resilience 
and Safer Communities, which is a body comprising business and non-government organisation CEOs, including 
from Red Cross, did a study in 2019 that estimated that the impact of natural disasters on the economy was $18 billion 
per annum and would increase to $39 billion per annum by 2050. This is a result of the changing climate, and, of 
course, our population, which is increasingly coming in harm’s way as our urban fringe expands with greater 
urbanisation and semi-rural development in our communities, particularly in the south west. 

My own community in the north of this state has seen increasing rainfall since the 1970s. The average increase in rainfall 
in some parts of the Kimberley has been over 100 millimetres. We are seeing an increase in rainfall events, as explained 
by the Minister for Emergency Services before he had to leave the chamber on urgent parliamentary business. 

Western Australia is lucky. The impact of natural disasters on our economy is proportionately less than it is on 
other states and territories, at about $1 billion per annum. About half that cost is the result of hail damage. We have 
experienced some major hail events that have impacted on the insurance industry for motor vehicles and also, of 
course, on the cropping sector. Flooding, cyclone effects and bushfires all have impacts in Western Australia, and 
the number of these events is also expected to increase over time. 

Therefore, we need to consider the issue of resilience, particularly in the planning portfolio, which I represent on 
behalf of the opposition. I commend the four recommendations that were made in a report of the Australian Business 
Roundtable for Disaster Resilience and Safer Communities. The first recommendation was to mainstream and 
embed resilience across all aspects of policy and decision-making. The second recommendation was to prioritise 
resilience investments by the ensuring the broad economic and social impact benefits. The third was to improve 
understanding of disaster risks, costs to society and resilience-building activities to improve resilience. The fourth 
was to collaborate and coordinate to build resilience and address the long-term cost of natural disasters. 
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My home town had a recent rainfall event. As have said previously, people in the north are a fairly resilient lot. I was 
there in 2018–19 when we had almost 2 000 millimetres of rain in the space of six weeks. That caused considerable 
damage to the roads, and they were shut for about six weeks. I commend Main Roads WA for its incredible work 
to restore communications and logistics across the north. The minister mentioned the recent terrible damage on 
the new Cape Leveque Road. Main Roads is now working closely, and quickly, with the local government to ensure 
that road is repaired. 
This raises a broad issue about our strategic transport networks across the state. In my previous role, I provided 
advice to Main Roads and local government on some of the northern connections, particularly Tanami Road, which 
potentially provides an alternative route into our state. We need to look closely at that, particularly in view of what 
has happened recently with food supplies from the east being cut off due to the significant rainfall events affecting 
our rail and road connections across the country. We will need to accelerate the work that is taking place on 
Outback Way and Tanami Road, and build greater resilience into our highway and rail systems. We need to find 
a way of avoiding the situation that we have been facing in the last few weeks with the shelves of supermarkets, even 
in Perth, being almost completely bare. People in the north are used to that and generally have a good stock of food. 
It is a regular occurrence that the shelves in stores in the north of this state are empty. That is not to say that is 
a good thing, but people in Perth probably have never experienced the sort of disruption that they have seen in the 
last few weeks. I recommend that the government looks at the recommendations of this report and puts greater 
emphasis on some of the alternative routes and on building greater resilience into our road and rail networks.  
In the time left to me, I want to talk about some aspects of local government. Local government bears the brunt of 
our resilience story, particularly around local roads. I have met with many local governments over the last few months 
and years and have heard their frustration about the disaster relief funding processes and the lack of implementation 
of what is known as betterment. Betterment significantly reduces ongoing maintenance cost by improving resilience. 
Every year in shires like Halls Creek, there are massive washouts and roads are churned up because vehicles have 
to traverse those roads, and rightly so, to access basic services. Rainfall events sometimes mean that significant 
investment is required to repair those roads. The implementation of the new disaster relief funding arrangement in 
Western Australia—which in my region is referred to colloquially as DRFAWA—was supposed to include 
betterment provisions. Shires have told me that they have to make the same repairs every season, and that the cost 
of payments is pushing them into an overdraft situation. I would encourage the state government to look at how 
those provisions work and to see whether we can get more investment to build that resilience so that not as many 
repairs will be required in the future. 
I know this also impacts on very remote communities. I was talking to people south of Fitzroy Crossing recently. 
They just wanted three or four floodways to be built so they could get in and out of their communities more easily 
and cut down the amount of time they were isolated. Those concrete floodways are vital so people can travel along 
the roads once the rain stops. There might still be running water, but they would be able to travel across the floodways 
to get in and out of their communities. The Western Australian Local Government Association is certainly advocating 
for this, for which I commend it. I know that regular meetings are taking place between the Department of Fire and 
Emergency Services, Main Roads Western Australia and local government. I encourage the minister to keep an 
eye on that process and ensure that those DRFAWAs are fit for purpose and reduce long-term costs. 
During the final minute in which I have left to speak, I wish to refer to the State planning policy 3.7: planning in 
bushfire prone areas, which was raised with me. In summary, the points made by local government about that 
policy is that provisions that are currently in place may be a bit “one size fits all”. Local governments feel there 
should be a little more flexibility in local circumstances. Again, I encourage the Western Australian Planning 
Commission to address this when it goes through the regular review process. I know that some guidelines released 
in December will come into play. Issues have been raised with me by numerous local governments. Once approvals 
for developments are made, sometimes it is very hard to monitor how the bushfire risk changes over time as 
vegetation encroaches into communities. That is a big issue. 
In summing up, I wish to commend the federal government for the changes made to the underwriting of the re-insurance 
program for the north. I know that will result in lower premiums for people in the north, which is a fantastic outcome. 
HON WILSON TUCKER (Mining and Pastoral) [11.11 am]: I thank Hon Martin Aldridge for moving this motion 
today and wording it in such a way that it is bipartisan, which hopefully will translate to tangible outcomes as 
a result. I would like to take this opportunity to thank our fire and emergency services for the fantastic work they do, 
their ongoing commitment, investing their time and, in some cases, putting their lives on the line for the wellbeing 
of WA residents. I think we can all agree that they do a fantastic job, and they should be commended. It was great 
to hear Hon Steve Martin provide a few firsthand accounts of some of the volunteers on the ground recently. 
Yesterday I spoke about some of the extreme weather events that we have experienced in this state, particularly in 
the Kimberley and the Pilbara recently this summer. We have seen a few Australian records fall. I also reference 
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s Sixth assessment report, which was released last August. I have 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Thursday, 17 February 2022] 

 p308c-319a 
Hon Martin Aldridge; Hon Stephen Dawson; Hon Steve Martin; Hon Dr Brian Walker; Hon James Hayward; 

Hon Neil Thomson; Hon Wilson Tucker; Hon Donna Faragher 

 [11] 

heard several ministers reference this report. It is good to see that the McGowan government does not deny the 
science in this report. I know that some people in the community do, but it is very hard to rebut and refuse some 
of the underlying science that is contained in the report. The report refers to the impacts of global warming, saying 
that it is 1.5 degrees above pre-industrial levels. Unfortunately, as a planet, we are firmly on the path towards this. 
One of the key messages that comes out very strongly from this report is that we are already seeing the consequences 
of a one-degree increase of global warming through more extreme weather events. This report states — 

… extremes (including heatwaves) have become more frequent and more intense across most land regions 
since the 1950s, … 

We have seen this translate to severe conditions up north recently, with hotter temperatures likely to continue and, 
as a result, more bushfires around this state. 
The Bureau of Meteorology has a classification rating for heatwaves. The highest is an extreme heatwave. The 
BOM website states — 

They are a problem for people who don’t take precautions to keep cool—even for people who are healthy. 
People who work or exercise outdoors are also at greater risk of being affected. 

Unfortunately, these extreme heatwaves are likely to continue. Again, they will result in bushfires. They are now 
flagged as rare events. As we continue along the path, we will unfortunately see them occur more frequently. 
I was glad to hear that some members addressed telecommunications in the regions. I moved a motion last year about 
digital inclusion in regional WA. It is an area that I am passionate about. We know that digital inclusion starts with 
connectivity. The ability to communicate and be alerted in these extreme weather events is critically important and 
can result in lives being saved. We know that there are black spots in regional WA. I ask members to cast their 
minds back to an incident that occurred during the Toodyay bushfires back in 2009 during which residents were 
not alerted for two and a half hours after the fires commenced. A FESA spokesman said — 

“The early warning system worked, despite residents receiving SMS messages two and a half hours after 
the blaze. 
“Not everyone can be warned and we shouldn’t expect everyone to be warned. There is not enough 
information to make those warnings in a lot of cases.” 

These comments around lack of information were probably acceptable in 2009 but, in my opinion, they are not 
acceptable in 2022. I was glad to hear that the Minister for Emergency Services; ICT and Innovation mentioned 
that he was willing to talk and work with Telstra. He spoke about the fact that we are living in 2022 and there are 
innovative options and opportunities out there to solve issues of power and connectivity for people living in the 
regions. As I said, I am passionate about the subject of digital inclusion. I was glad to hear these comments from 
the minister. Hopefully, a fresh set of eyes on the portfolio will be a good thing. I wish the minister the best of 
luck with this new portfolio in 2022. 
In closing, I am happy to support this motion today. I think it is an excellent motion. I hope that we see some 
tangible outcomes as a result. 
HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan) [11.17 am]: I, too, rise to make a few brief comments on this 
motion. I wholeheartedly align myself with comments that have been made by members on all sides of the chamber, 
particularly those related to the second part of the motion. I, too, wish to thank and commend all career and volunteer 
fire and emergency services workers and all other volunteers for their dedication, commitment and efforts in 
significantly challenging conditions. The East Metropolitan Region is perhaps the one metropolitan region that, sadly, 
knows the most about the dangers of bushfires. During my time in this place, we have sadly seen far too many. We 
have seen far too much destruction, devastation and heartache. We have heard of homes, livestock and treasured 
possessions having been lost. We have also seen fire brigades and other fire and emergency services personnel 
continuing to work tirelessly in very challenging and intense environments to bring those emergencies under control. 
We have had fires again this season in the East Metropolitan Region and, of course, there have been others, as has 
been outlined today, in the wheatbelt, on the south coast and in the great southern region. We are still seeing so 
many struggling to rebuild after the Wooroloo bushfires, which occurred over one year ago today. In referring to 
that particular bushfire, I will provide some figures, which I have mentioned before, but they illustrate the strength 
of response to these sorts of fires. I was speaking to officials from the City of Swan not so long ago. They provided 
me with some information. I may have mentioned this in another speech but I will do it again. In that fire alone, 
105 different fire brigades attended, comprising 58 volunteer bushfire brigades, 47 volunteer fire and rescue service 
brigades, 17 SES brigades and 30 joint task force crews. Over 900 firefighters completed over 177 shifts over 
15 days. Let us remember that this was in temperatures that exceeded 38 to 40 degrees, with significant easterly winds. 
What they did was absolutely incredible. What career and volunteer firefighters and other emergency services personnel 
have continued to do across the range of fires that we have seen this bushfire season has been incredible. As a local 
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member, as a member of our community and as a former Minister for Environment—I am going to mention that in the 
couple of minutes I have left—I want to say thank you to each and every one of the people who put their lives on the 
line to help keep our communities safe. What I will also say, and perhaps this relates to paragraph (3) of the motion, is 
that it is important that everyone understands the importance of being prepared, and that it is actually not just a matter 
for government. Bushfire management is a shared responsibility. It is a responsibility of state and local governments. It 
is also a responsibility of individual landholders. Everyone actually has a responsibility to be prepared. 
What I will also say about bushfire management is that it is absolutely critical that there is continued support for 
the prescribed burning program in this state. When I was the environment minister, the department knew that it 
always had my full support when it came to this particular program, and I want to acknowledge the department as 
being the key agency for prescribed burning and other bushfire mitigation responses across our state. There are 
critics of prescribed burning. We have heard these debates in this house previously and we have heard them outside 
this place. I have certainly had my fair share of robust discussions on it. I recognise that prescribed burning can cause 
significant concern for some members of our community, and that legitimate health impacts can arise—I understand 
that and I am sorry for that—but I do not shy away from its importance. I do not hide the fact that early on in my term 
as Minister for Environment, I relaxed the smoke guidelines to allow the department to have greater flexibility. The 
reality is that the department has only a very small window of opportunity every year to burn in a safe and controlled 
manner. It is dependent on many things, not least of which is the weather. Therefore, we needed to enhance the 
opportunities for the department to do more prescribed burning in a safe manner, because the importance of prescribed 
burning is real. It is real. 
Reducing fuel loads helps protect lives and property. It helps reduce the spread and severity of bushfires. I remember 
very clearly, as members would also recall, the massive bushfire in the Perth hills in 2005. It was just a couple of 
months before I came into this house. When I became minister, and I have stated this before, the departmental 
officers came in and pulled out a big map and showed me how that devastating fire was able to be halted and 
brought under control almost immediately in a couple of really critical areas because of the prescribed burns that 
had happened the year before. Therefore, I think it is important that the Parliament and parliamentarians continue 
to show confidence in and give their support to this program. As I say, it has its critics, but for my part and, I think, 
from Parliament’s perspective, it is important that we continue to give confidence to that program because it does 
help protect lives and property. With 20 seconds left, I again thank Hon Martin Aldridge for bringing this motion 
to the house, and I again thank all those involved in helping keep our communities safe. 
Motion lapsed, pursuant to standing orders. 
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